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Circuit Rider 

     I wrote this article a couple of years ago, but thought it might be fun to share again, and maybe stimu-
late some conversation at your house as well. 
 
     This is going to start out kind of morbid but stick with me and I promise it will get better. 
 
     The other day on one of my Facebook feeds, I read an article by a clergy person, (not sure which denom-
ination) who said he wanted a Christian funeral and not a Celebration of Life. I was intrigued by this, so I 
read on. His point was that he wanted the message of Christ's redemption and grace to be front and cen-
ter.  He also wanted the service to be one honoring God with the message that without the cross there is 
no hope.  He went on to say that he wanted the truth to be told about his life, so that there would be tears, 
laughter and some soul searching by those who attended his service. 
 
     He lamented how services today have become a list of a person's great qualities almost to the point of 
sainthood, there is no mention of the humanity of the loved on, the struggles of their life and the hardship 
and hurt they have experienced. 
 
     I wondered if I was doing the latter, I hope not, I always want to make the grace of Christ and redemp-
tion of the cross at the center of a service. 
 
     I also began to wonder what people would say at my service.  I know this is kind of morbid, but I think it 
is important anyway.  I am reminded of a bumper sticker I saw once that said, "Live your life so the preach-
er doesn't have to lie."  I guess I should tell you also that I have a very specific plan for my funeral already 
written down, just not the words to be spoken. 
 
     As I have pondered this here is what I think, I want the truth to be told about me: 
 I love God, 
 I love Christ, 
 My only hope is in the grace of Christ 
 I love my family 
 I like the church sometimes 
 I struggled with faith and calling most of my life. 
 Sometimes I was a good husband and at others I wasn't 
 I tried to be a good Dad, but failed often to be there when needed. 
 I wondered what God saw in me that made Him want me as a pastor. 
 I was limited.          (continued next page) 
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 I tried hard most of the time, and at others I just tried to get by. 
 I wanted to be liked 
 I hated confrontation 
 I believed that the church is a place where love and kindness should prevail, but often is lost in the 
 politics. 
 Children and balloons belong in church (See Ann Weems poem) 
 The church belongs to God, not the congregation or the trustees, and should be used always, who 
 knows who Christ's grace will touch when the doors are opened to anyone. 
 I failed more than I succeeded 
 I hope I was a friend to all and a servant of each 
 I love ice cream, but it doesn't always like me. 
 I sin, over and over, never doing what I want and doing what I shouldn't 
 I laughed too loud and cried too much 
 Religion and faith are different things, religion tells people what they can't do and is often used to 
 judge people, faith invites people into a relationship. 
 Preachers are often so full of their education and position that they forget they are the servants and 
 not the boss. 
 I liked to be right, but often was wrong.  I am not so sure of myself that I will put someone else down 
 for a different opinion. 
 I love the quiet, 
 I hate being lonesome 
 If not for grace I am lost. 
 
     Okay, so maybe that is more than you wanted to know, but I think it is good at times to be honest with 
yourself and others about who you are. 
 
     So why all of this? Well, I think what I am really trying say is that none of us are perfect, even clergy  
people.  I am reminded of the 1st lesson of seminary that Dr. Emilie Towns shared with us. 
We were young and full of ourselves we were going to be the next great preacher and world changers; she 
said, "Don't put yourself on a pedestal, you know what pigeons do to things on pedestals." 
 
So I say: Do not think too highly of yourself and not 
to lowly of your neighbor. Know that no one is per-
fect.  Most of all be grace giving to all you meet for as 
Mom used to say, "There is not a nickel's worth of 
difference in any of you." 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Gerry  
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Beaman United Methodist Church  
306 McMartin St Beaman, IA 50603 641-366-2142  

 

Conrad United Methodist Church  
206 E Maple Ave Conrad, IA 50621 641-366-2324 email: conradumc@heartofiowa.net  

Website: conradumc.org  Conference Center website: www.iaumc.org  
 

Pastor Gerry Kahler  
e-maiL; pastorg1@heartofiowa.net  Cell: 712-621-6209  

April 5, 2020 Passion/Palm Sunday  
Matthew 21:1–11; Psalm 118:1–2, 19–29 (UMH 839), 
Isaiah 50:4–9a; Psalm 31:9–16 (UMH 764); Philippians 
2:5–11; Matthew 26:14–27:66 or Matthew 27:11–54  
 
April 6, 2020 Monday of Holy Week  
Isaiah 42:1–9; Psalm 36:5–11 (UMH 771); Hebrews 9:11–
15; John 12:1–11  
 
April 7, 2020 Tuesday of Holy Week  
Isaiah 49:1–7; Psalm 71:1–14 (UMH 794); 1 Corinthians 
1:18–31; John 12:20–36  
 
April 8, 2020 Wednesday of Holy Week  
Isaiah 50:4–9a; Psalm 70 (UMH 793); Hebrews 12:1–3; John 13:21–32  
 
April 9, 2020 Holy Thursday  
Exodus 12:1–4, (5–10), 11–14; Psalm 116:1–4, 12–19 (UMH 837) 1 Corinthians 11:23–26; John 13:1–17, 31b-35  
 
April 10, 2020 Good Friday  
Isaiah 52:13–53:12; Psalm 22 (UMH 752); Hebrews 10:16–25; John 18:1–19:42  
 
April 11, 2020 Holy Saturday  
Job 14:1-14; Ps 31:1-4, 15-16; 1 Peter 4:1-8; Matthew 27:57-66 or John 19:38-42  
 
April 12, 2020 Easter Day  
Acts 30:34-43; Psalm 118:1–2, 14–24 (UMH 839); Colossians 3:1–4; Jn 20:1–18; or Matthew 28:1–10  
 
April 19, 2020 2nd Sunday of Easter  
Acts 2:14a, 22–32; Ps 16 (UMH 748); April 22: Earth Day 1 Peter 1:3–9; John 20:19–31  
 
April 26, 2020 3rd Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2:14a, 36–41; Ps 116:1–4, 12–19 (UMH 837); Pet 1:17–23; Lk 24:13–35  



     Due to concerns related to the CoVID-19 virus, the Conrad and Beaman United Methodist Church Administrative Coun-
cils are suspending in-person services, gatherings, and meetings until the gathering restrictions have been lifted by the 
Iowa Department of Public Health. This decision has not been easy, however know that we have everyone’s best interest 
in mind and at heart.  
 

     The Center for Disease Control has recommended that groups of only 10 or less gather in one place at a time during 
this term. Alternative services for remote viewing will be offered, and only necessary personnel for production will have 
access to the building. We encourage everyone to call the office to make an appointment for any pastoral or office needs.  
 

     We have many in our church family who are at-risk of complications from the CoVID-19 Virus. As we are not health 
experts and have no way of knowing who has contracted this virus, we would be devastated to learn we didn’t take the 
necessary precautions, causing it to further spread, or worse.  
 

     With change, new opportunities arise! We are looking forward to the blessings that will no doubt come from this situa-
tion!  
 

Our purpose continues: Be prepared, stay connected, and receive God's peace.  
 

Our plan:  
• Utilize Internet and Email:  

o Pastor Gerry will create video files to deliver messages to the congregation. These files will be uploaded 
to social media, email, and the Conrad UMC webpage  

 

• Utilize Facebook:   

o We have begun streaming our new Sunday services with the public through Facebook Live’s option.  

o We will continue to share scripture, stories, and Pastor Gerry’s devotions several times a week.  
 

• Maintain contact with all:   

o There are members and friends who do not have access to email or internet. As our biggest concern is 
maintaining contact with them via phone calls and mailings, we will be establishing a phone tree during 
the coming days.  

 

Here is how you can help:  
• Check in with those without internet and email to continue to bring the message of Jesus Christ to them – using 
appropriate precautions to protect all. We are developing a ‘Call Tree” and will send it out in the coming days  

• Communicate with Pastor Gerry and Laurie with any needs – See something? Say something!  

• We will continue to publish a newsletter – submission deadline is the 20th of each month.  

• Please continue to tithe, if able. Ways to continue to give to the church:  

o Send a check to the church (Conrad United Methodist Church, PO Box 370, Conrad).  

            (Beaman United Methodist Church, 304 McMartin St, Beaman) 

o Set up an Electronic Funds Transfer through your bank (EFT Form on the next page) 

o Drop off your donation at the MidwestOne Bank in Conrad, c/o Joni Zacharias (Conrad only) 
 

We thank you all from the bottom of our hearts for your patience during this time!  
 

Pastor Gerry Kahler (Pastor: Beaman and Conrad)  Kurt Steckelberg (SPPRC Chair – Conrad)  
Pastorg1@heartofiowa.net      641-485-5878 
712-621-6209         
 

Laurie Jacobson (Secretary: Beaman and Conrad)  Malcolm Miller (Ad Council Chair- Beaman)  
conradumc@heartofiowa.net      641-485-7049 
641-366-2324        
 

Nicole Critchfield (Ad Council Chair - Conrad)    Stan Neff (SPPRC Chair – Beaman) 
mrscritchfield@yahoo.com     641-366-2933 
641-751-5076        
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Devotions from the Iowa Conference of the                                                                  
United Methodist Church 

Scripture: 
     At one time you were like a dead person because of the things you did 
wrong and your offenses against God. You used to live like people of this 
world. You followed the rule of a destructive spiritual power. This is the spirit 
of disobedience to God’s will that is now at work in persons whose lives are 
characterized by disobedience. At one time you were like those persons. All 
of you used to do whatever felt good and whatever you thought you wanted 
so that you were children headed for punishment just like everyone else. 

 

     However, God is rich in mercy. He brought us to life with Christ while we were dead as a result of those things that 
we did wrong. He did this because of the great love that he has for us. You are saved by God’s grace! And God raised 
us up and seated us in the heavens with Christ Jesus. God did this to show future generations the greatness of his 
grace by the goodness that God has shown us in Christ Jesus. 
 

     You are saved by God’s grace because of your faith. This salvation is God’s gift. It’s not something you pos-
sessed. It’s not something you did that you can be proud of. Instead, we are God’s accomplishment, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good things. God planned for these good things to be the way that we live our lives. —Ephesians 2:1-10 
 

High Hopes 
     In the years1959 and 1961, Frank Sinatra recorded a song entitled "High Hopes”;  an uplifting song for troubled 
times. The lyrics brought forth visions of the impossible being made possible through faith. Tiny ants accomplished 
impossible tasks like moving rubber tree plants. Rams punched holes in million kilowatt dams. Impossible? 
 

In the Gospel of Matthew after drying up a fig tree with just a word, Jesus said, "Truly I tell you, if you have faith and 
do not doubt, not only can you do what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, 'Go, throw 
yourself into the sea,' and it will be done. If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer." So, why 
aren’t the skies darkened by clouds of flying mountains and trees, making their way to the ocean? 
 

     Well, because, we are those Jesus addressed as, “Ye of little faith.” Our faith doesn’t measure up to a mustard 
seed and yet, it is the one thing in the world, the only thing in the world whereby we may be saved. If you ever won-
der about your salvation; if you ever wonder about your eternal destination; if you ever wonder if your faith is great 
enough to get you into heaven; read Ephesians 2:8. There you will find the assurance of that for which you have 
hoped. By the grace of God, you are saved through faith. Take note Paul didn’t say, you’re saved by great faith, or 
perfect faith.  He said, you are saved by God’s grace through faith. So, even though your faith is no more than that 
of a toddler in the Kingdom of God or the size of a mustard seed, you still are saved.  You still belong to God and 
nothing, NOTHING, neither death nor life, nor angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any pow-
ers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation; will ever be able to separate you from the love of 
God.  (Romans 8:38-39)  And the Apostle Paul would remind us, that it’s not our goodness, it’s not the maturity of 
our faith, it’s not how many rubber trees plants we move, it’s not our doing.  It is the gift of God.  
 

     Now you talk about “High Hopes”. By grace through faith we have the highest hope, because our hope is in Jesus 
Christ 
 

Prayer: 
     “Many, Lord my God, are the things you planned for us and the wonders You have done.  None can compare with 
You; were I to speak and tell of your deeds, they would be too many to declare.” (Psalm 40.5) But of all the wonders, 
deeds and gifts we have received from You, the one we value and love most is the gift of your Son and our Savior, 
Jesus Christ. May You, O God, together with your Son Jesus and the Holy Spirit, be praised, honored and glorified 
now and forever.  Amen 
By: Rev. Duane Skidmore, Retired, Colfax First United Methodist Church 
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News: If you have an event, story, article, thank you note, or announcement that you with to publish in the 
monthly newsletter, please have your information in to the office by the 20th of each month.  

Thanks, everyone. I look forward to hearing from you! -Laurie Jacobson, Secretary 

Announcements 

Communication: Would you like to receive our emails? We try our best to keep everyone updated on 
church related announcements here at the Beaman and Conrad UMC’s, and want to keep you updated, too! 
If you are not  already receiving our weekly emails and wish to do so, please contact Laurie at the Conrad 
office to be placed on the distribution list:  
conradumc@heartofiowa.net, 641-366-2324  
 

NEW: We have re-established mailings for those members and friends of our churches that do not have 
email or internet! If you know of a member or friend of the Beaman/Conrad UMC’s that would like to receive 
our mailings that do not have email, please notify Laurie and she will be happy to send them. 

Just For Fun 

Suspension of Events: We will keep you updated on Confirmation, Small group studies, Beaman UMW and 
Spring Plant Sale, Choir, Church Council Meetings, and all other church related events as the time passes. 
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Prayers For... 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

February: Beginning Balance  $  9566.05 
  Receipts    +5603.00 
  Expenses     -7658.45 
  Ending Balance  $  7510.60 
 

March:  Receipts   +12234.93 
  Expenses    -10076.82 
  Ending Balance   $  9668.71
   
 

 

Thank you to everyone who has continued to give 
generously during this difficult time.  It certainly   
causes us to be intentional in our giving, and finding 
new ways.  If you look for an easy way, consider the 
automatic electronic donations.  Simply fill out the 
form on the next page and Brenda will set it up 
through a company called Vanco. They have proven 
safe and reliable, as over 20 different members of our 
congregation have used this method for a long 
time.  And you can stop it whenever you choose.  Call 
Brenda to discuss any questions.  Otherwise, mailing 
your gift to the church (PO Box 370) or dropping it off 
at MidWest One bank to Joni’s attention works very 
well.  Again thank you! 

Ron Brinkman, Rex Day, Joe Doyen, Alicia Holden, Phil & Teri Huntley,                                                        
Lawrence Kahler, Sabrina Hendershott, Carol Hoff, Don Peters, Chris Rhinehart,  

Inez Slinker, Stacey Stover, Cawren Sobotka, Don Zern; 
All those affected by the CoVID19 Virus; those working in missions in the US and overseas;  

those impacted with natural disasters; the men and women of our Armed Forces and their families; 
those without jobs or with financial difficulty; others in need of the ministry of the Holy Spirit for com-

fort, strength, healing, and hope. 
 

If there is anyone that needs to be added to this list, please contact the office (366-2324). Names on 
this list will only be removed upon request. 

 

Continued Prayers for the Families of: 
Willie Schryver, Denise Yantis, Cliff Parker, Molly Kaput, Warren King, Jerry Brown, Rose Shine, Bob 

Slinker, Bill Gearhart, and Beth Kenney. 

 

The church is not closed. 
 

The church has been deployed. 
 

BE THE CHURCH. 
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The Servant Leaders of the                                                 
Beaman UMC During the Year 2020  

 

VISIONING TEAM 
Lay leader, Church Council chair, Lay Member to Annual 
Conference, SPRC Chair, UMW President, and Pastor 
  

Church Council  
Church Council meetings are open to all the members of 
the Conrad UMC. Everyone is welcome to the meetings 
and members exercise a vote.  
 

Church Council Chairperson - Malcolm Miller 
Conrad UMC Lay Leader - Ann Smith 
Lay member to Annual Conference -  Barry Brockman 
Alternate Lay Member to Annual Conference - Ann Smith 
Membership and Recording Secretary - Laurie Jacobson 
SPRC Chair - Stan Neff 
Worship Committee Ministry Coordinator -  Ann Smith  
Mission Outreach Ministry Coordinator -  Emily Myers 
Treasurer - Amy Seekamp 
Financial Secretary - Barb Anderson 
Trustee Chair -  Tom Ashton 
UMW -  Deb Ashton 
Pastor - Gerry Kahler  

Lenten Services 

The Servant Leaders of the                                                                
Conrad UMC During the Year 2020 

 

VISIONING TEAM 
Lay leader, Church Council chair, Lay Member to Annual 
Conference, SPRC Chair, UMW President, & Pastor 
  

Church Council  
Church Council meetings are open to all the members of the 
Conrad UMC. Everyone is welcome to the meetings and 
members exercise a vote.  
 

Church Council Chairperson - Nicole Critchfield  
Conrad UMC Lay Leader  -  
Lay Member to Annual Conference - Larry Stambaugh  
Alternate Lay Member to Annual Conference - Sue Kitzman  
Membership and Recording Secretary - Laurie Jacobson  
SPRC Chair - Kurt Steckelberg  
Worship Committee Ministry Coordinator - Stacey Busch  
Mission Outreach Ministry Coordinator - Sue Stambaugh  
Christian Education Ministry Coordinator - Joni Zacharias  
Stewardship Ministry Coordinator - Brenda Shine  
Sunday School Superintendent - Joni Zacharias  
Treasurer - Brenda Shine  
Financial Secretary - Roger Beeghly  
Conrad UMC Foundation Committee Chair - Nile Dielschneider  
Memorial Committee - Sue Kitzman  
Trustee Chair - Shane Jacobson  
Mary and Martha Ministries -  Linda Frazer 
Youth Outreach - Education Committee  
Pastor - Gerry Kahler  

We will be streaming on Facebook Live: 

• Maundy Thursday Service, 7pm 3/9/20 

• Good Friday Service, 7pm 3/10/20 

• Easter Sunday Service 9:30am  3/12/20 

• Regular Sunday Worship Services at 9:30am until further notice 

Thank You  

     We want to thank everyone for their continued patience as we work through all the things that come with a 
pandemic concern. Each one of us are a vital part of the body of Christ, and without you—we simply don’t 
function. Maintaining communication with you is our top priority, so we encourage every email, phone call, 
mailing you can share. Use the information printed in this newsletter (page 3) to reach us with any information 
you may need/concern you need to share. 
     Thank you to Nile Dielschneider, Jackie Stevens, and Dillon Jacobson for assisting Pastor Gerry on Sunday 
mornings for Facebook Live Services! We are grateful for you! 
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Middle School Youth —Youth Led Service 

Thank you to the Conrad UMC Youth  
for planning and leading a wonderful service 

in  fellowship hall on March 8th! All were 
blessed and filled with the Holy Spirit with 

their music and message!  


