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Circuit Rider 

Hi all, 
 
     Sometimes when I write these missives, I wonder if I don’t make them to personal or focused on my story. I also 
wonder, should I write in a more formal style like many of my colleagues in their newsletter articles. I have to ad-
mit that I have tried to do this a couple of times, but they just didn’t seem right for me. 
I suppose that for me, my faith and faith journey are on-going and ever-changing. This does not mean that I want 
to change the doctrines of the historic church, no, what I mean is that everyday I want to grow closer to God and 
to maybe make some headway to who God wants me to be. 
 
     This means that everyday is precious and should not be wasted on things that do not work toward these goals. 
Let me switch gears here for a moment, as I have looked back at my life both as an adult and as a child, there has 
always been a hunger for something that I could not identify. I suppose it was engrained in me from a young age to 
seek this soul food throughout each day. 
 
     I first encountered how the peace of God can nourish our souls and ground our lives through my mom, Mom 
was not perfect in any way shape or form. That is not how peace works, it is not about being perfect but seeking 
the one who is. She had some physical limitations due to having polio as a child. She could get her hackles up when 
she thought she, her family, or someone who could not defend themselves were being put upon. She and Dad 
could have some great rows over both significant and insignificant things. She also had a very jealous streak when 
it came to Dad. 
 
     But aside from those moments, mostly she was at peace. Often, she spoke of her Quaker background and how 
she learned to accept and find the peace was in her heart. I don’t know if she really understood it, or it was just so 
much a part of her that she felt comfort in the quiet places of life.  This could explain her dislike of the Interstate, 
the love of chicken, the comfort of her own home, spending time with Dad at KFC, the Chinese restaurant, or just 
driving the ridge road looking at the hills, trees, and once in a while some asparagus. 
 
     Well life moved on and I grew up, there was still the hunger in my soul and that peace that Mom had somehow 
escaped me. Years passed and my life became so busy that there was no room for peace. With each passing year I 
felt like I was missing something really important, I just didn’t know what it was. What was it that I was starving 
for?  On the surface I was successful in my work, had a great family, all the good things that life could offer seemed 
to be mine, (I do have simple tastes) 
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     Yet in the midst of the goodness there were also the bitters that continued to nag at my soul telling me that I was 
a failure at so many things in my life. For a long time, even in the present time I still have to deal with those depres-
sive issues. That little voice creeps in, whispering that, “you have failed your family, the church, community and 
even God.” As you can imagine this kind of feeling is overwhelming and does not feed the soul. 
 
     Through all of this I knew there was a answer, but I didn’t know how to find it.  I looked at education, work, hob-
bies, family activities and even prayer, (kind of) Each of these provided a temporary fix of the hole in my soul. 
Now that I have reached a “certain age” I find the phrase “I’m tired” creeping into my conversations more frequent-
ly, and I am tired, my soul aches to rest, my heart wants to leave the rat race. After a lifetime of serving others, be-
ing busy constantly and knowing that there is more to life than what I have experienced. 
 
     Okay so let’s get to the point. The past week J and I went on vacation. We went to Tybee Island on the eastern 
most point of Georgia. It was there I think I finally found what I was looking for all my life. Because it is still early 
March the beach is not real busy, so I had a lot of space to myself.  
 
     As I sat on the sand looking out over the Atlantic Ocean, I felt it, much like the whisper of God and it only said 
one word, “Peace.”  There it was what I had searched for my whole life, not activities or busyness, but peace. I 
thought about John 14 where Jesus offers us his peace, or in the upper room where Jesus offers his peace again. 
What is this peace, I think it is trust and faith rolled up into one. Peace doesn’t mean lack of activity, but is a state of 
the heart where we trust God.  
 
     The only way I can think of to explain it better, is sitting on that beach I felt like I had curled up in the arms of my 
loving father. Everything was okay, and I knew that He was always ready to hold me or dare I say cuddle me so that I 
may be comforted and nourished.  
 
     Now I am back home, the beach is a just memory; the sounds of the waves, the calling of the gulls and the sights 
of kites flying exist only in my mind. The hard part is not to be drug back into the busyness of life. Instead to make 
room for the still small voice that comes on the breeze. God is still calling and waiting for us to reach to him, for the 
peace brings healing and comfort. I need to settle my heart, reach out with my soul and let God renew me. 
 
     I guess in short, peace is what God brings and who He is, a peace that says come home to me my child and I will 
give you comfort.  
 

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Gerry 

Rev. Gerry Kahler, continued,.. 

Announcements 
We are looking for help with several areas at the Conrad UMC: 
 

Technology Ministry: running sound board, projection slides, and switchbox to record Sunday services for posting to 
social media (Facebook). We continue to post the services post pandemic for those who are unable to join us on 
Sunday mornings.  
 

Worship Team: Committee Chairperson. 
 

All are simple to do, and there is minimal training. As other committee terms expire, they will need people to serve 
on them as well, so this will remain an ongoing need.  
 

Help us bring the word of Christ to all!  



     The Conrad United Methodist Church’s Worship Committee roles and responsibilities are to assist the pastor in 
planning, organizing and leading worship following the United Methodist Program Calendar. They meet monthly to 
plan for worship events throughout the year: monthly communion, Scout Sundays, Lenten season events, Gradua-
tion, Mothers and Fathers day, barn service and Advent season services.  
 
     Most of these events take place on Sundays, with the exception of Christmas Eve, Maundy Thursday, and Good 
Friday.  
 
     Its no question the worship committee works hard to enhance worship services. This group is a vital part of our 
church organization that are often unseen, and since they work mainly behind the scenes! 
 
     With every committee, some on worship committee have been on for years, and are stepping down. Stacey 
Busch, former worship chair, thank you for all of your years of volunteer ser-
vice! 
 
     We encourage you to contact the office, Nicole Critchfield, or the pastor if 
you are interested in chairing this group. The chair coordinates meeting 
dates and times for the committee to discuss upcoming events, and assists 
the group with getting the planned tasks completed. 
 
     We want to thank these precious people from the bottom of our hearts 
for doing what they do: 
Greg Shine, LeAnn Lynch, Darci Steckelberg, Denise Bonzer and Gerry Kahler. 

Worship Committee Roles 

COVID Policy Update 

The CUMC Council have voted to maintain the following from the CUMC Covid19 policy: 
 
VIDEO DISCLAIMER: 
Be it known that Conrad United Methodist Church will be broadcasting our worship services live through Facebook 
Live each week, this means that you are aware that you likeness or image may be seen as a part of the worship. 
 
Thank you for all of your support, prayers, and encouragement while the Ad Council navigated the many facets of a 
pandemic!  

A Note from the Secretart 

Next newsletter information turn-in deadline: June 10th 
 
If you wish to receive emails from the office, please send your email address to: conradumc@heartofiowa.net. 
 
The office will be trying a new email program next month titled ‘Constant Contact.’ We will have more information 
for everyone in the June newsletter. Thanks! -Laurie 



Dear Conrad UMC Friends, 
Because you allowed God to work through you, Guatemalan women were gifted beautiful Layette Kits for their pre-
cious little ones. As they wrap the soft , new receiving blankets around their babies, they experience the warmth of 
God’s love in a practical way. 
As you consider the incredible sacrifice Christ made for you during the season of Easter, remember the hope and 
abundance He provides every day. 
We offer our gratitude for the sacrifices you make to show hope for new life in Christ around the world and around 
the corner. 
Yours in Christ, 
Midwest Missions Family 
 
Dear Raegan, Allison, Nile, and Gloria- 
Congratulations on reaching your goal to provide a SafeT home to a family in need! Thank you for allowing be to 
share worship with you in April. Also, what an amazing burrito!!! I welcome you to our GoServ Global family and 
wish for you a very blessed Easter Season. 
In Christ,  
Chris C. –GoServ Global 
 
Thank you so very much for thinking of me with all the bottles of water with the daily devotionals and messages 

written on them. Also thank you for the book of encouragement and hope for women. They are greatly appreciated.  

Love, Carrie 

 

CUMC Foundation, 

Thank you so very much for awarding me one of your scholarships. I have used the money to go towards my books 

for the second semester. Thank you sincerely for helping contribute towards my education. 

Many Thanks, Kaci Krier 

 

CUMC Foundation, 

Thank you to the foundation for thier generous scholarship. I continue to use the funds for tuition while I attend the 

University of Iowa. —Paige Jacobson 

 

CUMC Foundation 

I wish to thank the foundation for supporting me financially during my time at MCC! -Dillon Jacobson 

 

We are happy to report that Katy is back on her feet and at her group home and her job at Mid-Iowa Workshop in 
Marshalltown.  We are thankful that she has been able to get her life back after her fall in late October.  She looks 
forward to weekends in Beaman and being with her church family on Sundays.    It meant so much to her, when she 
was recovering at Oakview, to see her name in the bulletin and know people had her in their prayers. Prayers are so 
powerful! Thank you, Ardelis and Malcolm 

 Thank You! 



Who has voice? 
Most meetings held at Conrad UMC are open for any church member to attend as an observer. If a church mem-
ber wishes to address a particular topic during the meeting, notice will need to be given to the chair of the com-
mittee prior to the start of the meeting.  
 

Who can vote? 
All members of a committee can vote on matters pertaining to that committee.  
All chairpersons of all committees are members in full of those committees. They have both voice and vote on 
all matters before the committee they chair, just like every other member of the committee. The primary role of 
a chairperson is to facilitate the work of the committee. Being elected as a facilitator does not restrict voting 
privileges. 
The pastor – kind of. See exceptions in the next section 
 

Who cannot vote? 
Members of the Conrad UMC who are not currently serving on that committee. 
Committee members who are not present during a meeting when the voting occurs. 
The pastor meets with, but cannot vote with, the Staff-Pastor-Parish Relations of Charges (SPPRC) committee. 
Also, the pastor meets with and participates in the discussion of the Board of Trustees Committee but cannot 
vote. 
 

What is a quorum? 
The term quorum refers to the number or percentage of people required for that committee to conduct busi-
ness and make decisions.  The board of trustees is required to have at least half of its members participating in 
the meeting in order to conduct business.  For every other committee of the local church, the quorum is simply 
those members who attend the meeting.   
 

Questions? 
If you have questions about any of this or would like to become a member of a committee, contact the Church 
Council & Nominations Chair, Nicole Critchfield at 641-751-5076 or mrscritchfield@gmail.com. 

 Who Has Voice and Vote at Conrad UMC? 

 
To Lift Up In Prayer: To Lift Up In Prayer: Janelle Day, Alicia Holden, Teri Huntley, Carol Hoff, Janice Jacobson,  

Marilyn Kaplin, Denise Kemp, Payton Pekarek, Don Peters, Chris Rhinehart, Carrie Smith, Stacey Stover, Cawren Sobotka, 
Jerry Zehr; all affected and impacted by the CoVID19 Virus; for the unrest in our country; the people of Ukraine;  

those working in missions in the US and overseas;  those impacted with natural disasters; the men and women of our Armed  
Forces, police, EMS, Fire, State & Highway Patrol, & Sheriffs Department & their families; those without jobs or with financial 

difficulty; others in need of the ministry of the Holy Spirit for comfort, strength, healing, and hope. 
 

If there is anyone that needs to be added to this list, please contact the office (366-2324).  
Names on this list will only be removed upon request. 

 

Continued Prayers for the Families of: Lawrence Kahler, Inez Slinker, Rex Day, Norma Counter,  
Jean Hoppenworth, Jim Ward, John McNair, Donna Miller, and Curt Heinselman. 

Prayers Needed 



The CUMC Missions committee continues to en-
courage our congregations to flood our friends 
who live in the Nursing home, Assisted Living, 
and At Home with our prayers! 

 

Please take time to pray daily for the people listed to the right.  
 

If you know of someone that belongs on this list, please reach 
out to the office, and we will add them! This list is ever chang-
ing, and the goal is to get as many on it as possible!  
Thank you!  -Jennifer Simson, Gerry Kahler 

Missions 
At Home: 

Carmen Fisher 

Frieda McBride 

Jerry and Barb Miller 

Darlene Reece 

LaRue & Al Reed  

Pat and Al Schiebel 

Mary Stattler 

Nursing Home/Assisted 

Living Residents: 

Art Bine  

Marva Bristley 

Karen Parker 

Cawren Sobotka 

Virginia Sharp 

Sharon Alexander 

Eva Wampler 

Marj Bunn 

     On Sunday, March 6, 2022, an informational session was held at Conrad UMC to review Vision 2032 and how 
General Conference might impact our local church affiliation. Three days prior to the meeting an announcement 
was made that General Conference had once again been postponed. It is now slated to be held in 2024. For 
more information, view the press release from the Commission on the General Conference.  
 
     If you break down all the issues and topics that are being debated at all levels of the United Methodist organi-
zation, you end up with this: people around the world have varying opinions on biblical interpretation. The Iowa 
Conference of The United Methodist Church released a new plan called Vision 2032 that turns the focus of these 
topics to the Great Commandment (Matthew 22:36-40) and the Great Commission (Matthew 28:16-20): go out 
into the world and make disciples of Jesus Christ and love God and our neighbor in all that we do. One of the 
main points for this vision is that relationships should be more important than theological convictions. 
 
     One of the focal points for both General Conference and Vision 2032 has been the topic of same gender wed-
dings. The Conrad UMC Church Council met on Wednesday, March 9, 2022. After a discussion of the questions 
and comments voiced in the information session on Sunday, the council voted on and approved the following 
statement on the topic of same gender weddings at the Conrad UMC: 
 
     The Conrad United Methodist Church will continue to follow the book of discipline regarding same gender 
weddings as stated in the Book of Discipline Article 161, Section C:  

Marriage—We affirm the sanctity of the marriage covenant that is expressed in love, mutual support, 
personal commitment, and shared fidelity between a man and a woman. We believe that God’s blessing 
rests upon such marriage, whether there are children of the union or not. We reject social norms that 
assume different standards for women than for men in marriage. We support laws in civil society that 
define marriage as the union of one man and one woman. 

 
      Contrary to what seems to be the norm on social media these days, it is okay to have different beliefs and 
opinions than the person sitting next to you. It’s also okay to talk about our differences. Just remember, John 
Wesley, the founder of Methodism, taught us that all persons are created in the image of God and are deserving 
of God’s grace. In fairness, I should also point out that faith makes all things possible—not easy. As one of the 
Conrad UMC members commented, “I don’t necessarily agree with what (the UMC Organization) says, but this is 
my church and I’m not leaving.” 
 
Blessings, 
Nicole Critchfield, Church Council Chair 
641-751-5076 
mrscritchfield@gmail.com 

 Who Has Voice and Vote at Conrad UMC? 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/general-conference-further-postponed-to-2024
https://www.iaumc.org/vision2032




CIA 

In support of the April mission project, the CIA youth 
went shopping and purchased $120 worth of items 
for the Ronald McDonald House.    

THANK YOU 
 
We would like to thank you for your support and generosity to the SafeT Home project.  We are pleased to an-
nounce that our goal of $7500 has been met and a check was presented to GoServ Global at their annual banquet 
on April 8.  Any additional funds designated to this project will be sent to GoServ Global.  We believed that God in-
spired this project and that we could reach our goal.  Our faith was greatly strengthened by participating in this 
project.  Thank you so much! 
 
CIA Youth 

On Sunday, March 20 the CIA youth led the worship service which they planned themselves.  Chris Caswell from 
GoServ Global was the guest speaker.  He told about the Iowa based GoServ Global history and mission projects, 
including the SafeT Homes Project.  The SafeT Homes are manufactured here in Iowa by Sukup.  You can find 
more information on their website (www.goservglobal.org) or by picking up a pamphlet at the church. The youth 
have been working since Sept. to raise the $7500 needed to provide one SafeT Home and ship it to a location 
where it is needed.  Following the service the youth served a breakfast burrito meal for a free will donation. 

http://www.goservglobal.org

